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PREFACE. 



This work was undertaken and has been published at 
the request of a few friends to whom were sent copies of a 
short biographical sketch of Dr. John Bailey Beckwith, the 
author's uncle, published in pamphlet form January 31, 
1893, and which was offered by the author " as a feeble but 
loving tribute to one who had been, indeed, a father to the 
fatherless — bearing testimony for himself, his widowed 
mother, his brother and sisters, and for others also, to the 
grandeur of his Christian character." 

When the present work was first contemplated the idea 
was to enlarge somewhat the sketch referred to, with a 
genealogical table of the North Carolina branch of the 
Beckwith family ; but as the work progressed it became 
evident that it would be necessary, in order to attain any- 
thing like completeness, to embrace a "Roll of Honor/' 
and brief sketches of some of the most distinguished 
families to which the Beckwith family was allied by mar- 
riage. 

It is believed that the genealogical part of the work and 
the "Roll of Honor" are approximately correct; and that 
the several sketches of the great English houses may be 
accepted, since trustworthy authorities have been cited 
whenever deemed necessary. 

This production makes no pretensions whatever to lit- 
erary excellence. It is simply a compilation ; the compiler's 
aim being to give to his family a succinct family record, 
and to leave to posterity a feeble tribute to one of Nature's 
noblemen. If these objects have been accomplished he 
feels that he has not labored in vain. 

The Author. 

Raleigh, N. C, July 4, 1893. 
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JOHN BAILEY BECKWITH M. D. 



John Bailey Beckwith, a learned physician, an honored 
citizen, and a Christian gentleman, was born in Pasquo- 
tank county, North Carolina, the 8th day of November, 
1816, and is the oldest son of Watrus Beckwith, Esq., 
and Susan Bailey, his wife, and the grandson of John 
Beckwith, who ranked as a Captain in the Revolutionary 
Army. His father, who was an able lawyer, and a mem- 
ber of the General Assembly of North Carolina, 1831- , 32, 
sent him, at about the age of fifteen, to Vine Hill Academy, 
in Scotland Neck, North Carolina, then (1831) one of the 
flourishing schools of the State. Here he received the rudi- 
ments of his education and was prepared for college. While 
a pupil at this academy he boarded in the family of Colonel 
Thomas Cox, father of General W. R. Cox, now Secretary 
of the United States Senate, between whom and his father 
an old friendship existed. He was graduated from the 
University of Maryland in 1837, receiving the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine, a few months before he was twenty- 
one years of age. Shortly thereafter, in 1841, he removed 
to Smithfield, the county-seat of Johnston county, North 
Carolina, where he has since resided, adorning the walks of 
domestic, social and professional life. At Smithfield he 
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soon thoroughly identified himself with the various inter- 
ests of the citizens of his adopted town and county, and 
won, by his uprightness of character and professional ability, 
the confidence and esteem of all classes of his fellow-citi- 
zens. On the 22d of February, 1849, he married Ann G., 
daughter of Rev. David Thompson, of Smithfield. She 
died, without living issue, July 7th of the following year. 
May 20, 1856, he married Julia M. Sanders, a daughter of 
Major Ashley Sanders, a wealthy and leading citizen of 
Johnston county. She died March 21, 1859, without issue 
surviving. Both were ladies of most estimable character, 
and he still cherishes in sacred memory their virtues after 
more than thirty years. 

Possessed of much discernment and no less address, of 
great courage and equal prudence, of uncommon power and 
of uncommon gentleness, not only has Dr. Beckwith had 
the love and esteem of his neighbors since he first came 
among them, but for more than half a century he has also 
enjoyed the high regard of many of the leading citizens of 
his native State ; the friendship which existed between him 
and some of our most distinguished dead was of the ten- 
derest character. The writer has often been edified and 
instructed by his reminiscences of some of North Carolina's 
great men who belonged to a generation that has passed 
away. Those of us who grew up under his eye, in the old 
town of Smithfield, will always recall with pleasure his tall, 
graceful figure, his scrupulously neat dress, his noble mien, 
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his affable and agreeable manners, his intelligent, cheerful 
and benignant countenance, and, above all, his never-fail- 
ing Christian charity. His most intimate friends never 
heard him speak harshly of any one ; for the errors of men 
he has charity, and of the peccadilloes of youth he is ever 
most tolerant. He has an abiding faith in humanity. 
" He believes there is virtue in women ; he believes there is 
honor in men." As was so charmingly said of his uncle, 
the elder Dr. John Beckwith, of Raleigh, N. C. (father of 
the late John Watrus Beckwith, D. D., LL. D., Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of Georgia, equally distinguished for 
learning, eloquence and piety), by the late lamented Seaton 
Gales, he is "one of those courtly gentlemen of the 'old 
school,' of ante helium days, of whom a few yet survive, but 
of whom the last must, unfortunately, soon disappear, leav- 
ing behind only the fragrant memory of a class of men who 
were proud without being ever atistere, genial and blithe 
indeed without being frivolous, pious without being puri- 
tanical, tolerant and charitable always, kind to all, just 
and liberal, without fear and without reproach." Such 
men make the low world high. 

Zealous for his religion without bigotry ; for more than 
fifty years a communicant, for nearly forty years a steward 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, which was the 
church of his sainted mother, and for a generation super- 
intendent of one of its Sunday-schools, Dr. Beckwith's 
declining days are blessed by the spectacle of the Church's 
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unparalleled growth in grace and in the strength of vast 
wealth and numbers. What was in his youth a " Society " 
of despised but devout worshipers, meeting in log meeting- 
houses, is now a mighty Church of Christians, from the 
roofe of whose grand temples thousands of finger-like spires 
point heavenward. For many years he was a delegate to 
the Church's Annual Conferences, and twice has he been 
honored by the requests of his brethren of the North Caro- 
lina Conference that they might be allowed to elect him to 
a seat in the Church's great legislative body — the General 
Conference. But he felt constrained to decline the proffered 
honor, ever urging upon his brethren the wisdom of elect- 
ing as delegates to the General Conference men who could 
attend. When approached by his fellow-citizens on the 
subject of his entering the domain of politics as a candi- 
date for office he steadfastly declined to allow his name to 
go before the people for their suffrages, preferring the quiet 
life of the private citizen and professional duty to the hon- 
ors and burdens of official life. 

Although Dr. Beckwith has behind him more than three- 
quarters of a century he has lost nothing of interest in 
the busy world about him. From his home in the quaint 
and, if possible, still more quiet old county town of Smith- 
field he observes, with a mind as vigorous and clear as it was 
twenty-five years ago, every move upon the political chess- 
board. Prior to the great civil war he was a Whig in poli- 
tics and supported Bell and Everett in the Presidential 
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contest of 1860, as did Governor Graham, Zebulon B. Vance 
and many more of the ablest and best men of the State ; 
but when Mr. Lincoln called upon Governor Ellis for troops 
to serve against South Carolina, and when the hope of 
peace was gone, in the face of war between the Federal 
Government and the Southern States, there was no hesi- 
tancy as to the course to be pursued — he went with his 
people. Since 1865 he has been steadfast in his support of 
Democratic measures and Democratic men. An earnest 
supporter of Mr. Cleveland, he rejoices in his re-election as 
President of a united people. 

The evening of his life is calm and full of serenity and 
peace. At times he grows almost ecstatic in the hope of a 
reunion with those whom he has "loved long since, and 
lost awhile," and he speaks of the end as if it were only 
the beginning of a short journey to meet friends "just across 
the river." Many of his friends and kindred are in "the 
home beyond " ; for they were righteous, walking uprightly 
before God and men. Some months ago the writer, on a 
visit to Smithfield, accompanied him on one of his usual 
morning visits at the bedside of an old and faithful friend, 
his former slave, who had remained in charge of his plan- 
tations since the war. He said to the aged negro, who was 
too feeble to rise from his bed, "Caswell, how are you 
to-day?" "I'm no better, master ; I cannot last much 
longer," was the weak response. Tears blinded the writer's 
eyes when he heard Dr. Beckwith's reply : " Madlena is 
2 
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dead" — referring to an aged kinswoman who had but 
recently died — "and if you, Caswell, will only hold on 
a little longer we will go on together." But Caswell, 
the ex-slave and the friend of his former master, a Chris- 
tian and a good citizen, could not wait upon the request of 
earthly master — he had received a summons from the 
Heavenly Master. 

Dr. Beckwith is descended from an ancient Anglo-Nor- 
man family, the founder of which was Sir Hugh de Male- 
bisse, a Norman knight and follower of William the Con- 
queror. At an early date after the Conquest the family 
allied itself by marriage with several of the great and 
powerful English houses, notably the Percys, the Bruces, 
the Ferrars, the Savilles, and the Nevilles ; also at a later 
date with the Baskervilles, Fairfaxes and the Douglases. 
( Vide pages 41 to 53, and Burke's Landed Gentry). 

Many members of the family have figured prominently 
in the military, judicial and civil annals of England. ( Vide 
pages 28 to 31). 

The American branch has long occupied eminent social 
position in the United States, especially so in New York 
and Connecticut, and in the Southern States of Virginia, 
Maryland, Georgia and North Carolina; and it has not 
been without distinguished representatives in the several 
walks of life. (Vide pages 32 to 38). 

John Beckwith, a Captain in the Revolutionary Army, 
the grandfather of Dr. Beckwith, was born in Lyme, Con- 
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necticut, 19th of October, 1754, and died at Poughkeepsie, 
New York, September 12tji, 1834. Captain Beckwith was 
the great-great-grandson of Matthew Beckwith, one of the 
founders of the American branch of the Beckwith family, 
who was born in Pontefract, Yorkshire, England, about 
1610, and emigrated to New England in 1635, and was 
among the first settlers of Hartford, Conn., 1642. He pur- 
chased large tracts of land on the Niantic River, lying 
principally in and about Lyme and New London. The 
barque Endeavor, which was constructed for him, was the 
first vessel launched from New London. In charge of 
competent mariners, she did a profitable trade with the 
Barbadoes. She was sold at Barbadoes, in 1666, for a 
cargo of sugar. 

Matthew Beckwith was accidentally killed by falling 
from a cliff of rocks, December 13th, 1681, leaving a widow, 
Elizabeth, and seven children — Matthew, the first born, 
being the great-great-great-grandfather of Dr. Beckwith. 

Matthew Beckwith, the immigrant, says Mr. Paul Beck- 
with in his work " The Beckwiths," was the fifth son of 
Marmaduke Beckwith, of Clint and Dacre ; but a very 
careful examination of authorities shows, I think, that he 
was the grandson of said Marmaduke Beckwith, of Clint and 
Dacre — estates inherited through his ancestors, lineally 
through Robert Beckwith, of Broxholme, who died in the 
eighth year of the reign of Edward IV., whose grand- 
mother was co-heiress to the manors of Fileymaston and 
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Thorpe, inherited from Havisia, daughter and co-heiress 
of Ralph de Neville, of that great Anglo-Norman house 
of which the great Earls of Salisbury and Warwick and 
Westmoreland and Lord Montague, at one time Earl of 
Northumberland, were the heads, time of Edward IV. 
(Vide pages 49 to 51). 

Robert Beckwith, of Broxholme, was lineally descended 
from Sir Hercules de Malebisse, Lord of Cowton, in Craven, 
which estate was inherited from his ancestor, Hugo de 
Malebisse, the Norman Lord of Clint, and, by his marriage, 
Lord of Uglebarnby, who changed his name from De Male- 
bisse to Beckwith on his marriage, in 1226, with Lady Beck- 
with Bruce, daughter of Sir William de. Bruce, Lord of 
Uglebarnby, derived from Sir Robert de Brus or Bruce, of 
Skelton Castle, progenitor of the royal Bruces of Scotland. 
Vide Burke's Peerage and Blount's " Fragmenta 

T'Ul'J.0. 

It is from this marriage that the Beckwith name is 
derived. Lady Beckwith Bruce held by inheritance an 
estate or manor called "Beckwith" — in the old Anglo- 
Saxon, "Beckworth " — from beck, a brook, and worth, an 
estate. With a view, evidently, to the perpetuation of the 
name, she required her husband, by marriage covenant, 
dated 1226, to assume the name of Beckwith, which he 
accordingly did. And in proof of descent, 1339, his great- 
grandson, Sir Hamon Beckwith, who was seized of the 
Lordships of Clint and Uglebarnby and the manors of 
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Beckwith and Beckwithshaw, presented to the Earl-Mar- 
shal of England this marriage contract of his great-grand- 
father, Sir Hercules. The Earl-MarshaPs decision, dated 
January 18, 1339, is to be seen in the Heraldry office of 
England, and reads as follows : 

"Be it known to all Nobles, where this present writing 
shall come, be seen or heard : 

"Whereas, Hamon Beckwith, Esq., son and heir of 
Nicholas Beckwith, was warned by the Earl-Marshal of 
England, by process, that was dated from the aforesaid 
Earl-Marshal's manor of Ryseing Castle, in the County of 
Norfolk, January 18th, in the thirteenth year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord, the King, in the year of our Lord 
1339, that said Hamon Beckwith should usurp and take 
unto him a coat of arms, which was appurtaining unto John, 
Lord Malbie ; for which better use, by virtue of this proc- 
ess, we charge you that you will appear at the now man- 
sion-house and manor of Saymor, before us, and bring with 
you all such evidence and record of arms that we may 
allow, grant, and set our hands to your teste and posterity 
forever. And also that your appearance will be the 14th 
day of October next coming, in the aforesaid year above 
written. And the said orator did appear at the said day 
appointed, and did bring with him such evidence ; whereof 
one piece, bearing date from the tenth year of Henry III., 
which was in the year of our Lord 1226, from one Hercules 
de Malbie, the third son of Simon de Malbie, knight, who 
married the Lady Dame Beckwith Bruce, one of the daugh- 
ters of Sir William de Bruce, Lord of Uglebarnby, and cer- 
tain other lands in Pickering, that the said Hercules should 
change his name, or else his coat, and his posterity forever ; 



LINEAGE OF THE NORTH CAROLINA BECKWITHS. 



1. G^IR HUGH DE MALEBISSE, 




A Norman knight, follower of William, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, in his invasion of England. "Sir Hugh de Male- 
bisse held lands time of William the Conqueror " (Domes- 
day Book). He had the following issue : 

1. Richard, who was witness to the Charter of Albert 
de Rainville. 

2. Hugo. 

3. Galfred, who gave all of his lands to the Monas- 
tery of Newbo, in 1142, and became the first Prior. 

4. Matilda, married to Richard de Berri, Lord of 
Tolliston. 

2. HUGO DE MALEBISSE, 

Second son of Hugh de Malebisse; his will was dated 
third year of King Stephen, 1138 ; married twice ; his second 
wife was Maud, daughter of Knyveton ; by his first wife, 
Emma, daughter and co-heiress of William de Percy, one of 
the great Norman barons, and of Adelaide de Tonbridge, his 
wife, daughter of Richard de Clare, eldest son of Gilbert, 
Earl of Brion, in Normandy (see pages 42 to 43) ; he had 
three sons and one daughter : 
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1. Hugo, Chief Justicianus ad assisas, County York ; 
founded the Priory of Spinney during the reign of 
Henry III. ; married twice, but died without issue. 

2. Richard, Lord of Ancastor and Knyveton ; Chief 
Forester of Galles, Derwent and Wonderdale, second year 
of Richard the Lion-hearted ; Chief Jmticianus ad amsas 
of County York, fourth year of King John, 1203 ; he had 
three sons : 1. Robertus, whose line became extinct in the 
second generation ; 3. Richard, Lord of Benningworth ; 
died without issue ; 2. John, who founded that branch of 
the De Malebisse family which became extinct on the 
marriage of Elizabeth de Malebisse to Adam Beckwith, 
Lord of Clint, in 1379. 

3. William. 

3. SIR WILLIAM DE MALEBISSE, 

Third son of Hugo (2), Lord of the Manor of Newbo ; had 
two sons, Richard and Hugh ; Hugh seems not to have 
had issue, but the eldest son, 

4. RICHARD DE MALEBISSE, left one son, 

5. SIR SIMON DE MALEBISSE, 

Knight, Lord of Cowton, in Craven, who married a 
daughter of John, Lord Methley, and had three sons : 

1. John. 

2. Roger. 

3. Hercules. 
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6. SIR HERCULES, 

Third son of Sir Simon, Lord of Cowton, and by mar- 
riage Lord of Uglebarnby and of the manors of Beckwith 
and Beckwithshaw ; changed his name by marriage cove- 
nant, in 1226, from De Malebisse to Beckwith, on his mar- 
riage with Lady Beckwith Bruce, one of the daughters of 
Sir William de Bruce, Lord of Uglebarnby, derived from 
Sir Robert de Bruce, progenitor of the royal Braces of 
Scotland. (See page 44). 

7. SIR HERCULES BECKWITH, 

Of Clint, only son of Sir Hercules de Malebisse or Beck- 
with, married a daughter of Sir John Ferrars, Lord of 
Tamworth, County Stafford, who, by marriage into the 
house of Marmion, inherited, by tenure of Tamworth Cas- 
tle, the high office of Champion of England. (See page 
45). 

8. NICHOLAS BECKWITH, 

Of Clint, only son of Sir Hercules of Clint, married a 
daughter of Sir John Chaworth, Knight, and had an only 
son, 

9. HAMON BECKWITH, 

Who was seized of the Lordships of Clint and Ugle- 
barnby and " certain other lands in Pickering," and the 
manors of Beckwith and Beckwithshaw and Roxby, thir- 
teenth year of Edward III. ; "took upon himself the coat of 
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arms of John, Lord Malebisse, in 1339," and, in proof of 
descent, presented to the Earl-Marshal of England the mar- 
riage contract of his great-grandfather, Sir Hercules de Male- 
bisse, with Lady Beckwith Bruce, a daughter of Sir William 
de Bruce, Lord of Uglebarnby. The decision of the Earl- 
Marshal, dated 1339, is to be seen in the Heraldry office of 
England. (See page 13 for copy of the decision). 

10. WILLIAM BECKWITH, 

Eldest son and heir of the above, was seized of the 
manors of Beckwith and Beckwithshaw, thirty-eighth year 
of Edward III., 1364 ; married a daughter of Sir Girard 
Urfleet, Knight, of Wighill, County York ; commanded a 
Knight's retinue at the battle of Agincourt. 

11. THOMAS BECKWITH, 

Of Clint, eldest son of the above, married the daughter 
of John Sawley, of Saxton ; held the manors of Magna- 
Otringer and Huxley, near Thursk, of John, Lord Mow- 
bray. 

12. ADAM BECKWITH, 

Of Clint, eldest son of Thomas (11) ; married Elizabeth 
de Malebisse, fourth year of Richard II., and thus united 
the two branches of the De Malebisse family, after a separa- 
tion of over three hundred years. She was granddaugh- 
ter of Francis Palms, Esq. (See page 47). 
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13. SIR WILLIAM BECKWITH, 

Of Clint, Knight, eldest son of Adam (12) ; married a 
daughter of Sir John Baskerville. (See page 49). 

14. SIR THOMAS BECKWITH, 

Of Clint, and by marriage Lord of one-third part of the 
manors of Filey-maston and Thorpe ; married a daughter 
and co-heiress of Sir William Heslerton, co-heiress to the 
said manors of Fileymaston and Thorpe, derived from 
Havisia, daughter and co-heiress of Ralph de Neville, one 
of the great and powerful Norman barons (see page 49). 
Sir Thomas died tenth year of Henry VII. ; issue, five sons, 
surviving. Thomas, the eldest son, and Adam, the fourth 
son, died without issue. The second son, Sir William, suc- 
ceeded to the title, and had issue, but his line became 
extinct in the next generation. Robert, the fifth son, mar- 
ried the daughter of Lawenthorp and was the ancestor of 
the greater portion of the English branch of the Beckwith 
family. Many of his descendants have filled high and 
important public offices, and their names figure promi- 
nently in the military, judicial and civil annals of Eng- 
land. (See pages 28 to 31). 

15. JOHN BECKWITH, 

Third son of Thomas, of Clint (14), married a daughter 
of Thomas Ratcliff, Esq., of Mulgrave, and had issue — two 
sons. Thomas, the elder, was heir to his uncle, Sir Wil- 
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liam Beckwith, of Clint ; Robert, of Broxholm, the second 
son, succeeded his father. 

16. ROBERT BECKWITH, 

Of Broxholm, Yorkshire, second son and heir of John 
(15), living eighth year Edward IV., was succeeded by an 
only son, 

17. JOHN BECKWITH, 

Of Clint and Thorp, to whom he "confirmed all his lands 
in Thorp, which he held with John, his father, of gift and 
feoffment of John, son of John, of Tolliston," eighth year 
Edward IV. 

18. ROBERT BECKWITH, 

Of Clint and Thorp, son and heir of John (17) ; will dated 
October 16, 1536, proved March 24, 1537 ; had issue — two 
sons. Robert, the elder, died young, but 

19. MARMADUKE BECKWITH, 

Of Clint and Dacre, second son and heir, sold the manor 
of Clint, which had been in the family since 1226, and 
bought the manors of Featherstone and Acton, near Ponte- 
fract, Yorkshire. Married twice ; by his first wife, Anne, 
daughter of Dynley, of Bramhope, County York, he had 
four sons and seven daughters : 

1. Thomas, the eldest son, inherited Acton, and had 
three sons. Thomas, the eldest, had numerous issue — his 
seventh son, George, was born at Featherstone Castle, 1610, 
and emigrated to Maryland in 1648. / 
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2. William, the second son, was baptized at Feather- 
stone Castle in 1571 ; emigrated to America, landing at 
Jamestown, Va., 1607. 

3. Roger, the third son, married twice ; succeeded by 
his son, Arthur Beckwith, a Captain in the Parliamentary 
Army, who was killed in battle 1642; his second son, 
Roger, was knighted and created a Baronet of England 
by Charles II., 1681. He had two sons — first, Sir Roger; 
Marmaduke, the second son, was born 1678, emigrated 
to Virginia in 1700, Clerk of Richmond County, Va., 
1708 to 1748; eventually succeeded to his father's title; 
his son, Sir Jonathan, of Virginia, was born in Richmond 
county, Va.; signer of "Northern Neck Declaration," pro- 
testing against the Stamp Act, 1765. (See page 37, and 
Virginia Records). 

4. Simon, of Pontefract, fourth son of Marmaduke 
Beckwith (19), married, at Featherstone, 1585, Catherine 
Austwicke, of Pontefract. 

20. MATTHEW BECKWITH, 

Born at Pontefract, Yorkshire, England, about 1600 ; 
emigrated to New England 1635 ; came over with Mr. Win- 
thrope and became temporarily a settler at Say brook Point, 
Conn. (Connecticut Records); at Bramford, 1638; Hart- 
ford, among the first settlers, 1642 ; Lyme, 1651. He pur- 
chased large tracts of land on the Niantic River, lying 
principally in and around Lyme and New London. Mould 
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& Art, ship-builders, constructed for him the barque En- 
deavor (Hinman's Connecticut Settlers, and Public Records 
of Connecticut), which was the first vessel launched from 
New London. He was of that class known as planters, 
" gentlemen," many of whom were men of means, " who 
placed their vessels in charge of competent mariners, who 
also attended to the mercantile transactions and interests of 
the owners." He was accidentally killed, by falling from a 
cliff of rocks, December 13, 1681, leaving a widow, Eliza- 
beth, and five sons: (1) Matthew, (2) John, (3) Joseph, (4) 
Nathaniel and (5) Benjamin, and two daughters, one of 
whom married Benjamin Grant and the other married 
Robert Girard. 

21. MATTHEW BECKWITH, 

Eldest son of Matthew (20), "the emigrant," was born, 
probably, at Saybrook Point, Conn., 1637 ; was recorded at 
Waterford, where he seems to have become of age, 1658 ; 
he resided also, for awhile, at Guilford, Conn., and was one 
of the founders of the Church at that place; he died at 
New London, Conn., June 4, 1727 ; married twice; his sec- 
ond wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Matthew Griswold, of 
Lyme, Conn., who was a descendant of Sir Matthew Gris- 
wold, of Malvern Hall, Lime Regis, England. By his first 
wife, who was also named Elizabeth, he had 

22. JOHN BECKWITH, 

Born at Guilford, Conn., February 4, 1669; living at 
New London, Conn., 1700, where he married Naomi de 
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Wolf, August 12, 1700. She was born at Waterford, Conn., 
1676, and died at Lyme, Conn., 1736. 

23. JOHN BECKWITH, 

Born at Waterford, Conn., 1703; died at Lyme, Conn., 
1768. Married Elizabeth Dart, November 8, 1744; born 
East Haddam, August 30, 1716, and died at Lyme, Conn.; 
had issue — two sons, John and Watrus. Watrus, the 
younger, served in the Continental Army and died in Con- 
necticut ; the elder, 

24. JOHN BECKWITH, 

Was born at Lyme, Conn., October 19, 1754 ; died at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., September 12, 1834 ; married Chloe 
Bosworth, January 27, 1780; born Washington, Conn., 
November 5, 1759 ; died at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., October 
9, 1834. He served in the Continental Army as Sergeant, 
2d Lieutenant, 1st Lieutenant, and Captain. (Vide Pen- 
sion Certificate, page 39). Issue — three sons : 

1. Nathaniel, who died unmarried at Plymouth, 
N. C, 1840. 

2. John, who was born at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., July 
31, 1785 ; removed to New Berne, N. C, 1808, where he 
married Margaret, sister of the Hon. John Stanley, 
M. C, one of the most distinguished of North Carolinians ; 
surgeon in the War of 1812, and subsequently became a 
very distinguished physician ; removed to Raleigh, N. C, 
about 1825 (at which town his son, John Watrus Beck- 
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with, D. D., LL. D., second Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of Georgia, was born, 1831 ; consecrated 
Bishop, 1868 ; died 1890, Atlanta, Ga.) ; died at the resi- 
dence of his son-in-law, Henry F. Spaulding, Parkside,__ • , 
Riverdale, N. Y., 1870. ^^*/£^T ^CUrC^/hjt4^U^ wL. 

25. WATRUS BECKWITH, ESQ., ~ ' 

Third son of John Beckwith (24) and Chloe Bosworth, his 
wife, was born at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., February 8, 1791 ; 
removed to North Carolina 1810 ; married Susan Bailey, 
January 8, 1816 (she was born, Pasquotank county, N. C, 
1797) ; lawyer ; member of the General Assembly of North 
Carolina, 1831-32, for Washington county; nominated 
November 29, 1831, by Senate of North Carolina, for Solici- 
tor General in the Second Judicial Circuit, but at his 
request his name was withdrawn from the nomination. 
He declined to allow his friends to press his claims for 
Judge of the Superior Court, 183 — ; died at Plymouth, 
N. C, March 10, 1850. Issue surviving — four sons : 

1. John Bailey. (Vide page 5). 

2. Nathaniel, born in Pasquotank county, N. C, in 
1819 ; died in Hyde county, N. C, in 1886 ; lawyer ; 
married Mary Wynne, Louisburg, N. C, 1849 ; issue : 
Norma, born 1850 ; married T. W. Welborne, 1878 ; died 
November 14, 1893 ; no issue. Watrus, born 1852 ; 
farmer in Hyde county, N. C. ; married Mattie Ham- 
mond, 1884. Naburn, born 1854 ; died 1865. Stewart 

4 
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J., born 1861 ; farmer, Hyde county, N. C. Sidney 
Thomas, born 1864 ; lawyer, practicing at Washington, 
N. C, 1893. 

3. James L. S. ( Vide next number). 

4. Thomas, born in Pasquotank county, N. C, June 
9, 1825 ; married Henrietta J. Phelph, Plymouth, N. C, 
1857 ; lawyer ; issue : (1) John Percy, born June 24, 
1858 ; general freight agent, Jackson, Tampa & Key 
West Railroad, Jacksonville, Fla., 1893 ; married Sadie 
W. Boyer, Anniston, Ala. (2) Thomas Lyndon, born 
January 14, 1860 ; M. D., 1881 ; died unmarried, 1883. 
At the breaking out of the civil war, 1861, he entered 
the C. S. A., Twenty-fourth Regiment N. C. Infantry ; 
died January 5, 1863, of disease contracted during cam- 
paign in north-west Virginia. 

26. JAMES L. S. BECKWITH, 

Third son of Watrus Beckwith and Susan Bailey, his 
wife, born Pasquotank county, N. C, September 19, 1824 ; 
midshipman United States Navy, by appointment of Presi- 
dent John Tyler, 1840- , 44; resigned 1844; M. D. University 
of Pennsylvania, 1854; married Evelyn Clifton, Smith- 
field, N. C, 1855 (she is a near relative of William R. King, 
Vice-President of the United States ISSO-'SS); accidentally 
shot by a Mr. Colbert, and died of the wounds near New 
Berne, N. C, 1866 ; issue — four children : 

1. Robukton Bailey, born New Hanover county, 

N. C, 1856; graduated Vanderbilt University, Tenn., 
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1883, M. D.; living at Lilesville, N. C, 1893; married 
Mary Bryan, Nashville, Tenn., 1889 ; issue — James L. S., 
born July 28, 1890, and Lewis Bryan, born September 15, 
1893. 

2. Bosworth Clifton, born New Hanover county, 
N. C, October 2, 1858 ; graduated Trinity College, N. C, 
1883 ; graduated Greensboro, N. C, Law School, 1884 ; 
licensed attorney at law by Supreme Court North Carolina, 
1884 ; Secretary State Democratic Executive Committee, 
North Carolina, 1884- , 88, and from 1890-'92 ; Secretary 
North Carolina State Association of Democratic Clubs, 
1886-93; Secretary National Convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Democratic Clubs, which met in New 
York City, October 4, 1892 ; married Iola Gates, nee Bled- 
soe, February 3, 1892 ; issue — Clifton Warren, born April 
4, 1893. 

3. Annie Julia, born Craven county, N. C, 1861; 
married John W. Thackston, of Virginia, at Raleigh, 
N. C, 1882; living at Raleigh, N. C, 1893; issue— six 
children. 

4. Susan Watrus, born Smithfield, N. C, 1864 ; unmar- 
ried; living at Raleigh, N. C, 1893. 



SOME OF THE BECKWITHS WHO HAVE BEEN PROMINENT IN 
THE SEVERAL WALKS OF LIFE, IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA, 
SINCE MATTHEW BECKWITH IMMIGRATED TO NEW ENG- 
LAND IN 1636 (vide "THE BECKWITHS," BY MR. PAUL BECK- 
WITH, P. 311), (Gentlemen's Magazine, LONDON, ENGLAND). 



Arthur Beckwith, 

Captain, Parliamentary Army; killed in battle, 1642. 
His second son, Roger, was knighted and created a Baronet, 
1681, by Charles II. ; died 1700. 

Matthew Beckwith, 

Captain, Parliamentary Army; living 1666. 

Sir Roger Beckwith, 

Of Aldboro, Mayor of Leeds 1705 ; High Sheriff of County 
York 1706; died 1743. His second son, Marmaduke, emi- 
grated to Virginia, and eventually succeeded to the title. 
(See Virginia Records). 

Lieutenant-Colonel John Beckwith, 

August 5, 1748, at the camp near Colchester, King Wil- 
liam gave him a pair of colors ; at the siege of Navarre, 
where he was shot through the body; at the siege of Gibral- 
tar, and was one of its defenders for seven months against 
united forces of Spain and France. 
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General John Beckwith, 

Died 1787 at Bishop Middleham, near Durham; retired 
many years from the army ; distinguished himself greatly 
in Germany under Prince Ferdinand, by whom he was 
greatly esteemed. 

Right Hon'l Lieut.-Gen. Sir George Beckwith, G. C. B., 

Appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief in the 
Island of Bermuda, 1797 ; Lieutenant-General in 1804 ; 
Order K. C. B. conferred 1812 ; G. C. B., 1815 ; Commander 
of the forces in Ireland, 1819. 

Brigadier-General Fred. A. T. Beckwith, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 37th Foot, 1802 ; Brigadier-General, 
1804 ; died 1804. 

Major-General John Beckwith, 

Commanded Grenadiers and Highlanders Seven Years 
War ; promoted Major-General for very distinguished ser- 
vice. 

Major-General Sir Sidney Beckwith, K. C. B., 

Quartermaster-General of the British forces in America, 
1812 ; Order K. C. B. conferred 1815. 

Major-General Charles Beckwith, K. C. B., 

Major 95th Foot, Sepoy Rebellion ; 1815 promoted Colo- 
nel 95th Foot ; Emperor of Russia conferred Order of St. 
Anne and gold medal, 1815 ; Aid-de-Camp to Duke of 
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Wellington, and lost a leg at last charge at Waterloo, 1815 ; 
promoted Major-General and created K. C. B., and retired 
on pension at the age of 28 years, 1815 ; died among the 
Waldenses, LaTour, 1862. (Enc. Britannica). 

Lieut.-General Sir Thomas Sidney Beckwith, 

K. C. B., 1814 ; married Mary, eldest daughter of Sir 
William Douglas, sister to Charles, Marquis of Queensbury ; 
Governor of Bombay ; died 1831. 

Sir F. Beckwith, 

Order of the Tower and Sword of Portugal conferred, 
1823. 

Major-General W. H. Beckwith, 

Retired from the army, and living 1832. 

Major-General Beckwith, 

(Apparently the samtf as the above), appointed Captain- 
General and Governor-in-Chief of the Islands of St. Vin- 
cent and Grenadine, 1804. 

Major F. S. Beckwith, 

Major Ninty-fifth Foot; promoted Lieutenant-Colonel, 
1811. 

Captain Thomas Sidney Beckwith, 

Died at Gibraltar, March 21, 1828 ; Captain of Rifle 
Brigade. Only son of Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Sidney Beckwith, K. C. B. 
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Rev. Malby Beckwith, 

Vicar, St. Dennis with St. George, "cum nabrum R." in 
York, 1796. 

Rev. G. F. Beckwith, 
Vicar, East Tidford, 1822. 

Rev. Henry Ambrose Beckwith, 

Vicar, St. Michael's le Belfrey, 1823 ; of St. Martin's le 
grand and Collingham, York, 1829 ; died at Collingham, 
1838, aged 41. 

Rev. E. G. A. Beckwith, 

Canon of Westminster Abbey, 1825 ; in St. Paul's 
Cathedral, 1826. 

Rev. T. F. Beckwith, 

Vicar of East Bedford, 1839. 

Rev. Edward James Beckwith, (M. A.), 

Rector of the united parishes of St. Albajis, Wood Street, 
and St. Olares, Silver Street, London; Vicar of Tillingham, 
Essex, and Canon and Dean of St. Paul's; died January 7, 
1833 ; aged 62. 
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OFFICERS IN AMERICAN WARS, 1655 TO 1865. 



Nathaniel Beckwith, Captain of trained bands (1757) 
of Connecticut; appointed by Act of the Assembly of the 
Colony of Connecticut. (Connecticut Records). 

Rev. George Beckwith, Chaplain First Regiment to be 
raised in the Colony of Connecticut against the French in 
Canada ; appointed by Colonial Assembly of Connecticut, 
1758 ; thanked by the Assembly for his sermon delivered 
at Hartford, July 1, 1758; Moderator of the General Asso- 
ciation of Connecticut, 1762, also in 1773. (Connecticut 
Records). 

BATTLE OF ANN ARUNDEL, 1665. 

George Beckwith, with Lord Baltimore's party at the 
battle of Ann Arundel, 1655. 

CAPE BRETTON EXPEDITION, 1746. 

Captain N. Beckwith, Captain in command of six-gun 
sloop, Cape Bretton Expedition, 1745. 

OLD FRENCH WAR. 

Colonel Nathan Beckwith, Rogers' Rangers; in com- 
mand of Camp Lake George, August 27, 1758. 

Major John Beckwith, Rogers' Rangers ; at Camp Lake 
George, 1758. 
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WAR OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Major William Beckwith, Major Sixteenth Regiment 
Maryland troops. 

Captain George Beckwith, Captain Bailey's Regiment 
Maryland troops, 1776; killed in battle. 

Captain Cyrus G. Beckwith, Captain Second Regiment, 
New York Line. 

Captain John Beckwith, Sergeant of Artillery 1776, 
Lieutenant 1777, Captain 1778. 

Captain Silas Beckwith, Captain New York Line, 1775. 

Captain Silas Beckwith, Captain Van Ness' Regiment, 
Connecticut Line, 1777. 

William Beckwith Lieutenant, Maryland Line ; pro- 
moted 1st Lieutenant June 1, 1778, in place of Thomas 
Washington, promoted. 

William Beckwith, Midshipman, ship Confederacy. 

Marmaduke Beckwith, Third Pennsylvania Regiment, 
1777. 

Watrus Beckwith, Continental Army, 1776. 

+*>+*' «**• WAR OF 1812. 

Captain Barnes Beckwith, Captain Virginia Line. 
John Beckwith, M. D., Surgeon New York Line. 
Edward G. Beckwith, Lieutenant. 
E. J. Beckwith, Midshipman United States Navy. 
James R. Beckwith, Lieutenant. 

John Beckwith, Aid-de-Camp on Colonel Starn's Staff, 
Ohio Regiment. 
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Cyrus Beckwith, Regiment, New York Line. 

Richard Marmaduke Beckwith, Virginia Line. 

UNITED STATES ARMY, 1815. 

Jennings Beckwith, Lieutenant United States Army, 
Infantry, 1815 ; resigned 1816. 

BLACK HAWK WAR, 1830. 

Colonel Daniel Beckwith, Colonel Illinois Mounted 
Rangers, 1830. 

MEXICAN WAR. 

Edward G. Beckwith, Lieutenant United States Army. 

James L. S. Beckwith, Midshipman United States Navy, 
appointed by President John Tyler, 1840; resigned in 
1844 ; Surgeon Confederate States Army, 1863-65. 

civil war, i86i-'65. 

Major-General Amos Beckwith, Cadet U. S. M. A., 
1846-'50 ; Second Lieutenant Artillery, U. S. A., 1851 ; 
First Lieutenant, 1854 ; Captain, 1861 ; Major, 1863 ; 
Brevet Brigadier-General, 1863 ; Lieutenant-Colonel, 1864; 
Colonel, Aid-de-Camp General's Staff, 1865 ; Major-General, 
1865 ; Commissary-General at St. Louis, Mo., 1889. 

Brigadier-General Edward Griffin Beckwith, Cadet 
U. S. M. A., 1842 ; Second Lieutenant Third Artillery, 
U. S. A., July 1, 1842 ; First Lieutenant, June 18, 1846 ; 
Captain, May 12, 1855 ; Colonel, Aid-de-Camp, July 5, 1862 ; 
Major Second Artillery U. S. A., 1864 ; Brevet Brigadier- 
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General, March 13, 1865, "for faithful and meritorious 
service during the war." Mustered out as Colonel, May 
31, 1866. 

Colonel Hayes Beckwith, Colonel Twentieth Virginia 
Infantry, C. S. A., 1861-'65. 

Captain A. W. Beckwith, Captain Twentieth Missouri 
Infantry, U. S. A., 1862-65. In sixteen engagements. 

Captain D. L. Beckwith, Captain Twenty-second U. S. 
Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Captain David H. Beckwith, Captain One Hundred 
and First New York Regiment, November 16, 1862. In 
twenty-two engagements. 

Captain J. C. Beckwith, Captain One Hundred and 
Eighty-Seventh New York Infantry, 1864. 

Captain John H. Beckwith, Captain, Second Regiment 
U. S. A. ; resigned 1864. 

Captain Lewis Beckwith, Captain Thirteenth Connec- 
ticut, 1862. 

Captain Reuben R. Beckwith, Captain Thirty-eighth 
Wisconsin, 1864. 

Captain Samuel R. Beckwith, Captain One Hundred 
and Fiftieth Pennsylvania, 1864. 

Captain Stephen Beckwith, Captain One Hundred and 
First Ohio Infantry, 1864. 

Captain Theo. L. Beckwith, Captain Twenty-eighth 
Massachusetts. 
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Captain Warren Beck with, Captain Fourth Iowa Cav- 
alry, 1863. 

Captain William W. Beck with, Captain Thirty-fifth 
New York Infantry, 1862. 

Lieutenant George L. Beckwith, Lieutenant Fourth 
New York Cavalry, 1862. 

Lieutenant Henry A. B. Beckwith, First Lieutenant 
Twenty-first Massachusetts Regiment; died of wounds 
received at Chantilly, Va., September 5, 1862. 

Lieutenant Benjamin Beckwith, First Lieutenant 
Thirty-second Wisconsin Regiment, 1862. 

Lieutenant David 0. Beckwith, Lieutenant Fifty-sev- 
enth New York, 1861. 

Frank Beckwith, Third Virginia Infantry, C. S. A.; 
killed in battle. 

Julian R. Beckwith, Army of Northern Virginia; killed 
at Seven Pines. 

Laurence Beckwith, Hampton's Legion, C. S. A. 

Newton Beckwith, Thirtieth Virginia Regiment, in- 
fantry. 

John Beckwith, Army Northern Virginia, C. S. A. ; killed 
in battle. 

Samuel G. Beckwith, Fifty-fourth Tennessee Infantry, 
C. S. A. ; prisoner at Fort Donaldson. 

Henry C. Beckwith, First Assistant Engineer, U. S. N.; 
retired 1874. 
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SOME OF THE DESCENDANTS OF MATTHEW BECKWITH, WHO 
EMIGRATED TO CONNECTICUT, 1636; GEORGE BECKWITH, 
WHO EMIGRATED TO MARYLAND, 1648, AND SIR MARMA- 
DUKE BECKWITH, WHO EMIGRATED TO VIRGINIA, 1700, 
WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES IN CIVIL LIFE. 



Sir Jonathan Beckwith, of Virginia, son of Sir Marma- 
duke, was born in Virginia; signer of the "Northern Neck 
Declaration," protesting against the Stamp Act, 1766. 
(Virginia Records). The title of " Sir," which was inher- 
ited from his father, ceased to exist upon his declaration of 
patriotic sentiments. 

Hon. A. C. Beckwith, United States Senator from Wyo- 
ming, 1893. 

Hon. Josiah Gale Beckwith, nominee for Governor of 
Connecticut. His wife was a niece of Governor Horatio 
Seymour, of New York. 

Hon. Chordis Beckwith, Chief Justice Supreme Court, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Hon. D. Barak Beckwith, Judge, Cazenovia, N. Y. ; died 
1844. 

Hon. Corydon Beckwith, Justice Supreme Court of 
Illinois, 1863. 

Right Rev. John Watrus Beckwith, D. D., LL. D., 
rotestant Episcopal Bishop of Georgia, 1868-90; died 
/890. 
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Rev. Charles Beckwith, elected Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop, Texas, 1891; declined consecration. /3ifri % , m¥ A/+, /fl*3 

John Beckwith, M. D., distinguished physician and sur- 
geon; for many years a resident of Raleigh, N. C; died 
New York, \^^^OX^^^J^.4e^ &, 

John Bailey Beckwith, M. D., oi Smithfield, N. C. (See 
sketch, page 5). * 

J. Carroll Beckwith, distinguished artist, Columbian 
Exposition, 1892- , 93. 

Hon. Mahew Beckwith, member of Parliament, N. S., 
for twenty years; died 1871. 

Hon. John A. Beckwith, distinguished lawyer ; mem- 
ber of Parliament, N. S., 1889. 



PENSION CERTIFICATE OF JOHN BECKWITH, 

REVOLUTIONARY ARMY. 



"WAR DEPARTMENT, 



tl 



REVOLUTIONARY CLAIM. 



"I certify that, in conformity with the law of the United 
States of the 7th June, 1832, John Beckwith, of the State 
of New York, who was a Sergeant of Artillery in the 
Revolutionary Army, is entitled to receive thirty-nine dol- 
lars per annum, during his natural life, commencing on 
the 4th of March, 1831, and payable semi-annually on the 
4th of March and 4th of September in every year. 

"Given at the War Office of the 
United States, this 14th day of 
January, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-four. 

"Lew Cass, 
"Secretary of War." 




"Examined and countersigned. 

"J. L. Edwards, 

" Commissioner of Pensions. 

"Recorded in the Pension Office in Book E, Vol. IV, 
page 109, by John Cromwell, 

" Clerk." 



4<> 



PENSION CERTIFICATE. 




" At a Court of Chancery held for 
the State of New York, at the town 
of Poughkeepsie, in the county of 
Dutchess, on the 13th day of Octo- 
ber, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-four. 

"Present, Charles H. Ruggles, Vice-Chancellor of the 
Second Circuit. 

"I, Alexander Forbus, Clerk of the Court of Chancery 
for the Second Circuit, in the State of New York, do hereby 
certify that it has this day been proven to the satisfaction 
of the Court that John Beckwith, who is named in the 
pension certificate hereto annexed, bearing date the 14th 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
four, was a pensioner of the United States; that he de- 
parted this life on the 12th day of September last, leaving 
his widow, Chloe Beckwith, him surviving ; that the said 
Chloe departed this life on the 9th day of October instant ; 
that John Beckwith, Nathaniel Beckwith and Watrus 
Beckwith are the only children of the said John Beckwith, 
deceased : that the said Nathaniel and Watrus are now in 
the village of Poughkeepsie, and the said John resides in 
the State of North Carolina. 

" In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of the said Court, the day and year first 
above mentioned. Alex : Forbus, 

" Clerk." 



SOME OF THE FAMILY NAMES OF THOSE 
MARRIED TO BECKWITHS. 



THE PERCYS. 

This family derived their name from the village of 
Percy, in Normandy. They deduced their pedigree from 
Geoffrey, son of Manifred, a Danish chieftain, who assisted 
Rollo in his conquests, 892. William de Percy accom- 
panied the Conqueror in his invasion of England, and 
obtained from him a barony of thirty knights' fees. Accom- 
panying Duke Robert in his first crusade in 1096, he died 
at Mount Joy, near Jerusalem, leaving five sons and a 
daughter by his wife, Emma de Post, a lady of Saxon 
descent, whose lands were among those bestowed upon him 
by the Conqueror. "He wedded hyrr that was very heirt to 
them, in discharge of his conscience" He was succeeded by 
his son, Allan de Percy, second Baron, surnamed "The 
Great Allan," who married Emma, daughter of Gilbert de 
Gaunt (which Gilbert was son of Baldwin, Earl of Flan- 
ders, and nephew of Queen Maud (Matilda), wife of William 
the Conqueror), and was succeeded by his eldest son, William 
de Percy, at whose death the eldest branch of the first race 
of Percys from Normandy became extinct in the male line, 
6 
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and their great inheritance became devolved upon his Lord- 
ship's two daughters. Maud married the Earl of Warwick, 
who died in the Holy Land in 1184, without issue; Agnes 
de Percy married Jocelaine, brother of Queen Adeliza, sec- 
ond wife of Henry L, and son of Godfrey de Bouillon, 
Duke of lower Brabant, and Count of Brabant, who was 
descended from the Emperor Charlemagne. Lady Agnes 
consented to this alliance upon the condition that Joce- 
laine should adopt either the surname or arms of Percy, the 
former of which, the old tradition says, he accordingly 
assumed, and retained his paternal coat, in order to per- 
petuate his claim to the principality of his father should 
the elder branch of the reigning family become extinct. 
The ancient arms of Hainault the Lord retained, and gave 
his children the surname of "Perci." He left several chil- 
dren. His eldest son married Isabel, daughter of Adam 
Bruce, Lord of Skelton, by whom he had the manor of 
Levington, "for which he and his heirs were to repair to 
Skelton castle every Christmas day, and to lead the lady of 
the Castle from her chamber to the chapel to mass, and 
thence to her chamber again, and after dining with her 
depart." The family, merging (1377) into the house of the 
great Earls of Northumberland, became one of the most 
illustrious of England. This house suffered terribly by the 
act of attainder against the Northern Earls, 1571. North- 
umberland was beheaded 1572. Hugo de Malebisse married 
Emma, daughter and co-heiress of William de Percy, proba- 
bly during the reign of William the Red, about 1100. 
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THE TONBRIDGES. 

Richard de Tonbridge, called also Richard Fitz-Gilbert, 
or Richard de Clare, eldest son of Gilbert, Count of Brion, 
or of Auci, in Normandy, was at the battle of Senlac, and 
was a Chief-tenant of the King's lands. He was a kins- 
man of William the Conqueror, who created him Earl of 
Clare. (First Survey, Domesday Book). His daughter, 
Adelaide de Tonbridge, was married to Willam de Percy. 
Emma de Percy, daughter of William de Percy and Ade- 
laide de Tonbridge, was married to Hugo de Malebisse 
("The Beckwiths," page 19) about 1110. 

THE BRUCES. 

Sir Robert de Brus, a Noble Norman Baron, accompanied 
the Conqueror from Normandy, and obtained no less than 
nine Lordships in Yorkshire, of which Skelton Castle and 
Manor was one and the chief ; also the manors of Hert and 
Hertness, in the Bishopric of Durham. He married, first, 
Agnes, daughter of Fulk Pasquall, and had Adam, who 
succeeded to the estates, and whose male line terminated 
in 1273 with Peter de Brus, whose vast estates reverted to 
his four sisters as co-heiresses, viz.: Margarette, who mar- 
ried Sir L. Peter de Brus ; Agnes, who married Walter de 
Fauconberg, and Lucy, who married John Baliol. Sir Robert 
Brus married, secondly, Agnes Armand, a great Scottish 
heiress, by whom he acquired the Lordship of Anandale, 
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which, with Hert and Hertness, he bestowed upon his son 
Robert de Bros, of whom but little is known save benefac- 
tions to Church. He was succeeded by his son William de 
Brus, who is noted for his religious grants ; he was living 
at the close of the twelfth century, and was succeeded by 
his son, Robert Brus, who married Isabella, daughter of 
David, Earl of Huntington, niece of William of Scotland, 
and one of the sisters of John, Earl of Huntington and 
last Count Polatinate of Durham. (Burke's Peerage of 
England). 

The following is from Blount's " Fragmenta Fragmenta- 
tis," page 432 : 

" Hercules de Malebisse married Beckwith, daughter of 
Sir William Bruce, Lord of Uglebarnby, descendant of Sir 
Robert Bruce, a Noble Norman Knight, of Skelton Castle, 
Cleveland. This Sir William Bruce appears to have 
inherited a considerable portion of the lands granted by 
William the Conqueror to his ancestor, Sir Robert de Bruce, 
Lord of Skelton Castle, Cleveland, a Noble Norman Knight, 
ancestor of the Bruces of Scotland, for we find that his 
daughter was heiress of Uglebarnby and Roxby and manors 
of Beckwith and Beckwithshaw, which are mentioned 
among the possessions originally granted Sir Robert de 
Bruce ; with these possessions are mentioned lands in Lew- 
iston or Levington, which must .have formed part of the 
inheritance of Sir William de Bruce, which was conveyed 
by his daughter's marriage to Sir Hercules de Malebisse, 
and is now possessed by a lineal descendant of Sir Hercules 
de Malebisse, Colonel Beckwith, of Tremden ; this estate 
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is held by ' Feudal Tenure/ viz., that the eldest son of the 
possessor should hold the King's stirrups whenever his 
Majesty may come into the north riding of Yorkshire.' ' 

Adam de Brus, Lord of Skelton, gave in marriage with 
his daughter, Isabel, to Henry de Percy, eldest son and 
heir of Jocelin de Lorain (ancestor of the Dukes of North- 
umberland), the manor of Levington. (Temp's Ricordess 
1st, Collins' Peerage, Vol. II, page 297). Castle Levington, 
County York, was in possession of Woodfield Beckwith, 
Esq., in 1779. 

In the fifth year of the reign of King Henry II. the Lord 
of Uglebarnby, then called William de Bruce, of the family 
of Bruce or Brus, of Skelton Castle, founded a Chantry in 
the Church of Pickering, County York, to pray for his 
soul, his ancestors' souls, and all Christian souls (in which 
church his monument still remains). (History of Ripon). 
("The Beckwiths," page 293). 

The following is incontestable proof of the descent of 
the Beckwiths from the Bruces (vide copy of the Decision 
of the Earl-Marshal of England, page 13). 

THE FERRARS. 

This is a most ancient and powerful family, illustrious 
for its antiquity and the splendor of its connections, of 
which the powerful Earls of Derby and the Ferrars a Feres 
were chiefs. At the time of the Conquest held two hun- 
dred and ten Lordships in fourteen counties of England, 
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besides the castle of Tutbury, the principal seat of the 
Earldom. 

After the forfeiture of the Earldom the castle of Chartley, 
in Staffordshire, inherited from Agnes, daughter and co- 
heiress of Ranulph, Earl of Chester, became the seat of the 
principal male line, extinct on the death of William, Earl 
of Ferrars, of Chartley, time of Henry VI. The representa- 
tive of the family then devolved upon the Ferrars of Tam- 
worth in 1680. The castle of Tamworth came into the 
family by marriage into the house of Marmian. Robert de 
Marmian, Lord of Foulemaye, a distinguished follower of 
the Conqueror, obtained a grant of the castle and town of 
Tamworth and the manor of Scrivelhaye, which were held 
by the honorable service of being the Royal Champion, as 
an ancestor of the Marmians had been to the Dukes of 
Normandy. ("The Beckwiths, ,, page 297, and Burke's 
Extinct and Dormant Baronetage). Sir Hercules Beckwith 
married a daughter of Sir John Ferrars, of Tamworth 
Castle. 

PALMS OF NABURN, 

An ancient family, was seated in the county of Somerset, 
and as far back as the twelfth century was in alliance with 
the great Somerset house, of St. Maur, which had sum- 
mons to Parliament in the reign of Edward III. The estate 
of Naburn, Yorkshire, was acquired by marriage in 1225, 
and has regularly descended from father to son. 
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Sir William Palms, ninth Lord of Naburn, living in 
1335, married Claricia, daughter of Thomas, Viscount 
Fairfax, and Margarette de Malebisse. After the death of 
Sir William, his widow, Claricia, married Sir William de 
Malebisse. The grandson of Sir William Palms, Francis 
Palms, Esq., had numerous issue — his fifth child married 
Thomas de Malebisse, and his sixth child, Isabella, married 
John de Malebisse, brother of the preceding. The grand- 
daughter of George Palms, of Lyndsay, married Thomas 
Beckwith, of Clint, and died in 1575. (Burke's Commoners 
of England). 

THE BASKERVILLES. 

The family of Baskervilles owe their origin to Sir John 
de Baskerville, grantee of a moiety of Old Wittington, 
from Robert de Carmoyle in 1226, and the estate has ever 
since been in the family. 

Descent of the Baskervilles, compiled by Dr. Percy, from 
incontestable proof : 

Hugh Capet, 1 ; King of France ; died in 996. 

2. Robert, King of France. 

Robert 2, King of France ; died 1031 ; married Con- 
stance, daughter of the Count of Aries. 

3. Adelia. 

Adelia, 3, married Baldwin, fifth Earl of Flanders (from 
this marriage are descended the Baskervilles). 

4. Maud (Matilda). 

Maud, 4, married William the Conqueror. 



48 THE BASKERVIIXES. 

5. Henry. 

Henry, 5, the first of the name, King of England. 



Charlemagne, King of France, 1. 

2. Louis le Debonaire. 
Louis le Debonaire, 2. 

3. Charles. 
Charles the Bold, 3. 

4. Judith. 

Judith, 4, married Baldwin, first Earl of Flanders. 

5. Baldwin. 

Baldwin, 5, second Earl of Flanders ; married Ethel- 
swida, daughter of Alfred the Great, King of England. 

6. Arnulph. 

Arnulph, 6, Earl of Flanders. 

7. Baldwin ; died vita patria. 

8. Arnulph. 

Arnulph, 8, Earl of Flanders. 

9. Baldwin. 

Baldwin, 9, Earl of Flanders. 

10. Baldwin. 

Baldwin, 10, fifth Earl of Flanders; married Adelia, 
daughter of Robert, King of France. Hence through the 
Kings of England, France, and Scotland, Prince of Wales, 
the Mortimers, the Audleys and the Tonchets. 

Elizabeth Tonchet ; married Sir John Baskerville, living 
in 1433 ; lineally from Sir Robert Baskerville, who mar- 
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ried a daughter of Rees ap Tud Rees ap Tudor, Prince of 
Wales. (Burke's Commoners of England). A daughter 
of Sir John Baskerville was married to Sir William Beck- 
with, of Clint, Knight. (Burke's Landed Gentry). 

THE NEVILLES. 

Their descent is deduced from Saxon annals. Uchtred, 
a noble Saxon, was created Earl of Northumberland in 
980. He married Elsgina, daughter of King Ethelred, by 
whom he had one daughter, Agatha, heiress of Raby ; she 
married Maldred, son of Crinan, and had an only son, 
Cospatric, who obtained from William the Conqueror the 
Earldom of Northumberland for a large sum of money, 
but afterwards fled to Scotland, with other great Northern 
Chiefs, taking his mother and sisters and Edgar Athling 
along with him. He subsequently made several incursions 
into England and lost his Earldom in consequence in 1072, 
but obtained Dunbar and adjoining lands in Loudon from 
the Scottish monarch. He died in 1073, leaving issue two 
sons : Dolphin, who became Earl of Dunbar, and Uchtred, 
Lord of Raby, who was succeeded by his son, Dolphin, who 
married Alice, daughter of Walcher, Bishop of Durham and 
Earl of Northumberland, and was succeeded by his son, 
Maldred, Lord of Raby and Staindrop, County Durham. 
He married Isabel de Neville, daughter of Geoffrey de 
Neville by his wife Emma, daughter of Bertram de Bul- 
mer, a great baron of the North, and eventually heiress of 
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her brother, Henry de Neville. At that marriage it was 
stipulated that all issue, male, should assume the surname 
of Neville. Geoffrey de* Neville, referred to above, was 
grandson of Gilbert de Neville, a noble Norman, who 
came into England as Admiral to the Conqueror and 
obtained from him large grants of land in Northumberland 
in testimony of the eminent service he had rendered. The 
great Earls of Westmoreland, Salisbury and Warwick were 
heads of this great family during the reigns of Henry 
VI. and Edward IV. Richard de Neville, Earl of War- 
wick and Salisbury, was cousin by blood of Edward IV. 
By female side, through Joan Plantagenet, he was third in 
descent from old John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, third 
son of Edward III. Isabel de Neville, his daughter, mar- 
ried George, Duke of Clarence, brother of Edward IV., 
and also of Richard III., who married Anne de Neville, 
her sister. Sir Edward de Neville, sixth son of Ralph, 
first Earl of Westmoreland, obtained the castle and barony 
of Abergavevenny and the lordship of Buling, by marriage 
with the heiress of Beauchamp, during the reign of Henry 
VI., and William de Neville, his brother, was created Earl 
of Kent, 1462. 

During the reign of Henry III., Matilda, daughter and 
co-heiress of Ralph de Neville, was married to William 
de Malebisse. Elizabeth de Malebisse, granddaughter of 
said William de Malebisse and of Matilda de Neville, his 
wife, was married to Adam Beckwith, of Clint, fourth year 
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of Richard II., and her sister, Margarete de Malebisse, 
was married to her cousin, Richard Fairfax, son of 
Thomas, Viscount Fairfax, and of Margarete de Malebisse, 
his wife. Elizabeth and Margarete were daughters of Sir 
Thomas de Malebisse by his wife Mary, daughter of Francis 
Palmer, Esq., of Naburn. Sir Thomas Beckwith, of Clint, 
grandson of Adam Beckwith, married a daughter and 
co-heiress of William Heslerton. She inherited the manors 
of Fileymaston and Thorp through Havisia, daughter 
and co-heiress of Ralph de Neville, and sister of Matilda 
de Neville, wife of William de Malebisse. (Burke's Extinct 
and Dormant Baronetage and Burke's Landed Gentry). 

FAIRFAX OF ASKAM. 

This ancient family, originally named from the fair locks 
of its sons — Feax meaning hair in Saxon — was established, 
before the Conquest, at Torcester, County Northumberland, 
and removed their seat into Yorkshire, in the vicinity of 
York, in the year 1205. Richard Fairfax held the lands 
of Askam and was succeeded by his son, William Fairfax, 
Lord of Askam, in the time of King John and Henry III. 
His grandson, William Fairfax, Bailiff of Yorkshire, pur- 
chased from Peter de Brus the manor of Walton in the 
west riding of Yorkshire, and made that his residence. 

Thomas Fairfax was living in the reign of Edward II., 
and married Margarette, daughter of John, Lord Male- 
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bisse, vice-comes and High Sheriff County York, eighth 
year of Edward II., and eventually heiress of Sir William 
de Malbisse, by whom he had two daughters. One 

married Marton, and the other, Claricia, married 

William Palms, Esq., of Naburn. This family is allied 
by marriage to the Earls of Buchan and of Northumber- 
land. 

Nicholas, fourth son of William, first Viscount Fairfax, 
married Isabel, eldest daughter and heiress of Thomas 
Beck with, Esq., of Acton. The present family of Fairfax 
of Seeton are descended from a younger son of Richard 
Fairfax, Chief Justice time of Henry VI., as well as the 
Fairfaxes of Denton. 

Baron Fairfax of Cameron, in Scotland (1627), repre- 
sented an elder line, and is represented by descendants in 
Virginia. (Burke's Landed Gentry). 
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